
AS YOU KNOW, P h i l a d e lp h ia  w i l l  
p la y  h o s t  to  th e  n e x t  c o n v e n tio n  
to  be h e ld  on S eptem ber 5 th ,  6 th ,  
and 7 th  o f  1953 . H e r e 's  how i t  
h ap p en ed :

The e a r l i e s t  m e n tio n  o f  P h i l l y  
as  a p o s s i b l e  c o n v e n tio n  s i t e  was 
in  a  copy o f  th e  PSFS NEWS ( th e  
b i-w e e k ly  n e w s l e t t e r  o f  th e  P h i l ­
a d e lp h ia  S c ie n c e  F i c t i o n  S o c ie ty )  
e a r l y  t h i s  y e a r .  In  i t  th e  s e c ­
r e t a r y  a t te m p te d  to  s t a r t  t h i s  
movement, b u t  nobody to o k  th e  
b a i t .

However, when th e  PSFS w ent o u t 
w est to  th e  C hicago C o n v en tio n  
i t  w ent p r e p a re d  to  g iv e  su p p o r t 
to  an E a s te r n  s i t e  f o r  th e  1953 
c o n v e n tio n .  We d is c u s s e d  i t  o v e r  
many a g la s s  and when we to o k  th e  
t r a i l  to  C hicago i t  was w ith  th e  
id e a  o f  s u p p o r t in g  New Y ork.

C irc u m sta n c e s  a l t e r  c a s e s .  On 
a r r i v a l  we fo u n d  th e  N0 w York 
c lu b  whom we fa v o r e d  d e f i n i t e l y  
n o t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  m aking a  b id .  
So we w ere d e s p e r a te .  We w an ted  
th e  c o n v e n tio n  to  come E a s t ,  b u t 
a p p a r e n t ly  no group  t h a t  r e a l l y  
c o u ld  p u t  on  a c o n v e n tio n  com par­
a b le  to  C h ic a g o 's  m a g n if ic e n t  
show w an ted  to  do so and th o s e  
E a s te r n  g ro u p s  t h a t  w an ted  to  t r y  
had  n o t y e t  p ro v e n  t h e i r  a b i l i t y .

E veryw here th e  answ er came back  
to  u s :  "Why d o e s n 't  P h i la d e lp h ia  
make a b id ? "

We h e ld  o u t as lo n g  as we 
c o u ld .  We t r i e d  to  evade th e  
q u e s t io n s ,  b u t  to  no a v a i l .

P h i la d e lp h ia  had  f i f t e e n  o f  i t s  
members i n  C h icag o . A ll  o f th e s e  
w ere i n s t a n t l y  r e c o g n iz a b le  by 
t h e i r  l a p e l  b u t to n s  em blazoned 
w ith  th e  sym bol o f  th e  PSFS. 
Many o f  o u r  m em bers--!,. Sprague 
de Camp, I rw in  H eyne, James A. 
W illia m s , S o l L ev in , and Dave 
Hammond— a p p e a re d  on th e  program .

O th e r s —W ill J e n k in s ,  M il t  & D or- 
ry  Rothman, O zzie  T ra in ,  Bob Mad- 
l e ,  Jack  Agnew, P a u l Work, H aro ld  
Lynch, Je an  B o g e rt , and Tom C la r -  
e s o n ---- made th e m se lv e s  known b e ­
f o r e  th e  t h r e e  days w ere ended .

On th e  second  day o f  th e  co n ­
v e n t io n ,  James A. W illia m s , p r e s ­
id e n t  o f  th e  PSFS, c a l l e d  a sp e c ­
i a l  m e e tin g  o f  th e  P h i la d e lp h ia  
S c ie n c e  F i c t i o n  S o c ie ty  h e ld  in  
Room 15U6 o f  th e  H o te l M o rriso n . 
We a l l  knew why we w ere th e r e  and 
i t  d id  n o t  l a s t  v e ry  lo n g . We 
v o te d  u n an im o u sly  to  t r y  f o r  th e  
s i t e  o f  th e  n e x t  c o n v e n tio n . I n ­
s t e a d  o f  r a i l r o a d in g  th e  conven­
t i o n  to  Nge Y ork, c irc u m s ta n c e s  
had  r a i l r o a d e d  th e  c o n v e n tio n  to  
u s  J

Then we beg an  r o l l i n g .  In  th e  
tim e  betw een  th e  s p e c i a l  m eeting  
and th e  a c tu a l  b a l l o t i n g  we had  
p r a c t i c a l l y  o rg a n iz e d  an E a s te rn  
c o a l i t i o n  o f  fandom . The news 
s p re a d  r a p i d l y .  Dave K y le 's  New 
York S c ie n c e  F i c t i o n  C i r c le  r a l ­
l i e d  b e h in d  u s  as  d id  th e  New 
York C h a p te r  o f  th e  L i t t l e  Mon­

s t e r s  o f  A m erica. Don Susan o f  
th e  P i t t s b u r g h  g roup  fa v o re d  
P h i l l y  and so d id  Dick C la rk so n  
o f  B a lt im o re . The S o u th e rn  group  
v o te d  s o l i d l y  f o r  PHILLY IN '5 3 ,  
w ith  H enry B u rw ell o f  A t la n ta  ev ­
en t r y in g  to  sw ing  th e  c o n v e n tio n  
to  us by a v o ic e  v o te  a lo n e .  The 
e n t i r e  s t a t e  o f  M is s i s s ip p i  ( to o  
bad  th e r e  was o n ly  one f a n  from  
M is s i s s ip p i ) )  was b e h in d  u s .  I t  
was even rum ored t h a t  F o r r e s t  J .  
Ackerman, a C a l i f o r n ia n -  «<>s » -  
mong th e  P h i l l y  su p p o rte r .?  - ..Three 
b a l l o t s  w ere n e c e s s a r y  to  d e c id e  
and th e  f i n a l  b a l l o t  r e a d :

P h i la d e lp h ia :  191
San F ra n c is c o :  169

In  the l a s t  m in u te s  th e  I n d ia n ­
a p o l is  g roup  u rg e d  i t s  s u p p o r te r s  
to  go F r i s c o ,  b u t  th e  M id w este r­
n e rs  whohad b ee n  f o r  I n d ia n a p o l i s  
d ec id ed  P h i l l y  was c l o s e r ,  and 
shoved us a c r o s s .
That c l in c h e d  i t .  We a l l  s t a r e d  
a t  each o th e r ,  a l i t t l e  dazed  and 
s u r p r i s e d  t h a t  so much h a d  h a p ­
pened so so o n . We d id  i t )


